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TAKE OFF YOUR "^ 
BLINDFOLD, BATGIRL. 7 
YOU'RE ABOUT TO SEE МУ ያ 

UNMASKED FACE 7 


A PLUGGED NREL IF THE 1 
| UNDERWORLD KNOWS SHE HAS 
THAT INFORMATION, 


JACK POT BANK 


A Dime-operating 
Jack Pot Bank that 
< behind doors, 

ከሪ everynbere. MAGIC CARDS , works just like the 
== Instrument fits Deck is marked and stripped. Can be read from the one armed bandit in 
in your mouth back but looks tike ordinary deck. With instructions | Las Vegas. Just 

and out of sight. Ë for 10-territic tricks. deposit the dime and 
R Foo! teacher, No. 183 $1.98 spin the handle. 


N friends and Reels spin and look 
SURPRISE PACKAGE 


> 
THROW YOUR VOICE SA 
„8 Throw »^ur voice CN 


N ልዋ into із, 


family. Free book like the real stuff. 


on “How to i Dimes are removable, 
Become a 49 2 2 Are you wilting to This game should 
Ventriloquist. '" < fake a chance? We not be used for 

No. 137 25: won't tell you what gambling purposes, 


you get, but because 
you're willing to 
gamble, we'll. give 
you more than your 
money's worth. 


? 10.67]... Only 506 


only for fun. 
№. 2060 1.98 


| 2 UNBEATABLE 
- SELF DEFENSE 
= MADE EASY 


ый — 


Boomerang 


SEE BEHIND GLASSES 
A specially treated pair of sun 
glasses with secret mirrors that 
enable you to see behind you 
without anyone knowing you're 
watching. Really comes in 
“ካሮ at times. 
No. 30 


secrets of: Karate, Aikido, 
ኦ Ме-Жета, Jude, Yawara, 
Jiu Jitsu, Savote 
REDUCE ANY ASSAILANT TO 
CRINGIMG HELPLESSNESS 
Ін SECONDS 
Learn by yourself in just ene 
week. Ne matter how smell 
yaw are you can walk with con- 
fidenco—fear no man. 


Here's something new in 
target throwing. In case 
you miss, it comes right 
back to you, and bingo! 
you're all set to fire“ 
again. More fun than a 
“barrel of monkeys.“ 

№. 141... 75c 


like real chewing gum bul 
tastes like . . . like... 
un its i funny! 12 
slices to a pack. 

No. 281 20€ 


Drop these seeming- 
ly innocent peliets 
into a glass of Wa- 
ter and magically a 
worm will appear 
Can you imagine the COMPLETE, POWERED DRAG-RACING KIT 
look of horror on Y 
your victims face? » This complete drag-racing course course, and STOP bumpers for the 
It's harmless, includes two sports cars over § finish line. Decals and racing num- 
inches long—an MGA Mark Il and bers are also included, plus easy- 
a Jaguar КК140--а starting gate, — to-follow instructions for building 
guide lines to keep the cars on these exciting dragsters. 

Нет No. 272 7 . $1.00 


CRAZY NOISE CAR GAG 


Just slip it into the exhaust pipe of 
your friend's саг, . , then watch him 
when he starts the engine! The howis 
and noises will make him think the 
motor's about to blow up or fall apart 
— while you roar with laughter, 

№. 73 а 


Place it on a chair 
under a cushion, then 
watch the fun when 
someone sits down! It 
gives forth embarrass- 
ing noises, Made of 
rubber, and inflatable. 
A scream at parties 


An Hilarious Optical 
Illusion $1 00 


Scientific optical 7 N 
principle really 

works. Imagine—you put on the "X-Ray" Specs 
and hold your hand in front of you. You seem to 
be able to look right through the flesh and see 
the bones underneath. Look at your friend. Is 


The most popular joke 
novelty in years! Wind up 
a and wear it like a ring. 
and gatherings. 50с When you shake hands, it 
№. 247. ; almost raises the victim 

off his feet with a "shock- 


SPOOK HAND A million laughs! This ing sensation." Absolutely 


harmless. "see" i H 
that really his body you “see” under his clothes 
Lees wed has red No. 239 .. Only 506 Щ Loads of laughs and fun at parties. 
ingernails No. FL7 51.00 
መጮህ መ — — መ edm መሙ aw ጩጨ መጨ سے‎ 
Honor House Prod. Corp. Dept. 86GK29 | 


Lynbrook, N.Y. 11553 | 


Rush me the items listed below. If ! am not 100% | 
satisfied, | may return any part of my purchase after 
10 days Free Trial for full refund of purchase price. 
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Pen Size—Clips On 
Your Pocket-6-Power 
Magnifier. This excit- = 
ing new 6-power wide 
field magnifier is 
cieverly concealed in 
a pen-sized pocket 
scope that lets you % 
"peek" to your hearts content, So handy for 
Sporting Events, Counter-spying and Girl Watch- 
ing. Also contains a 30-power full microscope to 
thrill any naturalist. Not a toy, but a real instru- 
ment. Full money back guarantee if not delighted. 
Only $2.98- 

Item Мо. Ғ59 $2.98 


— 
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TRICK BLACK 
50АР 

Ordinary looking piece 
of soap. Victim washes 
face and gets blacker 
and blacker, When he 
gets a look in the mir- 
тог, he'll be shocked 
Harmless. 
No. 575 Only 25с 


D Send C 0.0. I will pay postman on delivery plus 
C.0.D. and shipping charges. 
Name . Е еле ` 2 
Address Zip УЖ 
N.Y. State residents please add 2% sales tax 


Sorry, we cannot ship orders for less than $1.00 | 
Kindly add 15с for postage and handling to all orders. 


1 
፻፲ I enclose — in full payment. Same guarantee, | 
| 
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12 zr 
CAN HARDLY 
BELIEVE IT! 


BRUCE WAYNE'S FACE! 
BATMAN'S 


REALLY TAKING 
BATGIRL -- WHOEVER. 
SHE \S--INTO HIS 
CONFIDENCE ! 


“This periodical may not be sold де e authorized dealers and is sold subject + to the conditions 

that it shall not be sold or distributed with any part of its cover or markings removed, nor in a mutilated 

condition, пог affixed to, пог as part of any advertising, literary or pictorial matter whatsoever." 
DETECTIVE COMICS, Ne. 363, 


1 
NATIONAL PERIODICAL PUBLICATIONS. 
SPARTA, ILL. 62286. Editorial, “ጭን” offi 


967. Published monthly by 

Ç., 2nd & Dickey Sts., 
з & Subscriptions, 575 
LEXINGTON AVE., NEW YORK, N.Y. 10022. Julius Schwortr, Editor. 
2nd СЕА55 POSTAGE PAID AT SPARTA. ILL. under the act of March 3, 
1879. Subscription In the U.S. for twelve issues, $1.75 including post- 
ене, Foreign, $3.50 in Americon funds. Canada, $2.00 in American 


funds; check or money order only. No subscriptions accepted without 
Zip Code. For advertising rates address Richard A. Feldon & Ce., 41 Е. 

42nd St., New York, N.Y. 10017. Copyright © National Periodical Pob- 
fieetions, inc., 1967. All rights reserved under International end Pan- 
American Copyright Conventions. The stories, characters and incidents 
mentioned in this magazine are entirely fictional. Ne astua! persons, 
living er daad, are intended er should be inferred, 


HOW САМ WE MSS = THE i I 
ON THIS CAPER--THE | CAPED FIGURE... 
WAY IT WAS WORKED 1 THE CLUBS ADDED UP JUST 
Сит FOR US STEPBy | AS I FIGURED--7O THIS GOLD 

| STEP ВУ MR. BRAINS! — ' 


S 


қ ኸነ 


“> 


PIC 


= 


ВАТМА-- 


LPP 


Р 


you WE 

EXPECTING V 
MAYBE Miss | 
\ AMERICA 2 ) 


MR. BRAINS’ PLAN e 
DIDN'T FIGURE ON A 
ANY INTERFERENCE ! |. 
BUT I DON'T NEED J 
AN INSTRUCTION 

BOOK то TELL 
ME_HOW TO 


/ you FOOL | THAT'S AS 
| GOOD AS SHOUTING 
\ OUT TO THE COPS 
ላ WHATS GOING ON 


\ IN HERE ! THATS NOT 
(X THE WAY TO HANDLE 
n 


በሙ 


v 


SLAM INTO THIS 15 AS 


HER--MAKE COR A 
HER THINK 

SHE'S HAD A 

BAD DREAM-- 

AFTER SHE 


--АМО BAG THESE 


CROOKS WITHA „ЗАД 
LASER-STRAFER ! 2 

de , 24 
! i М 


N OUARTERS ! 
m 


እ ቀው BY THE LASER 
AFER == GRIM DETER- 
NATION ETCHED ON H 


TALK--OR I'LL SQUEEZE 


ANO TWIST THOSE ARMS 
UNTIL -A © BATMAN 
AND ROBIN! THEY ALL 


SIGHT OF THE сарто рт 


CRUSADER AND BOY 
WANDER ADDS TO 
BATGIRL'S SUPDEN 


SURGE OF ENERGY... 


NEAT-O, BATGIRL / 
YOU OUGHT TO 
CALL THAT YOUR 
BAT-BACK BREAK- 


UST BE WORKING TO- 
CHIC CRIME-FIGHTER GETHER ! 


FROM BEHIND... 


Ri 
SQUEEZE CUT OF YOU 


HOW YOU TUMBLED TO > ` W AWAY ЕШР! 
OUR CAPER HERE ! AN E N mel Дни 


NG 


THE FISTIC 
FESTIVITIES... 


d TWO _, 

TORPEDOES 
ABOUT то 
BLOW UP, 
воем! 


x 


CONTINUED ON 2 М2 PAGE FOLLOWING. 


ACTION = FUNG PLAY 


G.I. Joe” is where the action is . . . Action 
Soldiers of the World”. . . fighting men 
from six countries, France, Canada, Aus- 
tralia, Germany, Japan and Russia . . . 
authentic in every detail. Underwater ac- 
tion, too . . . the exciting Sea Sled actually 
powered by batteries to new adventures 
underwater and a Deep Sea Diver who 


submerges to unknown excitement іп 
your sea games. 

Action from outerspace with a Space Cap- 
sule perfectly scaled to many of those 
now whirling in outer space. 

The more action the more fun for you and 
your friends . . . get more action from 
G.I. Joe? 


LOOK FOR THE ACTION TOYS OF 6.1. JOE” WHEREVER 6.1. JOE* IS SOLD. 


0.1. JOE Is the Trademark of Hossenfeld Bros., Ins., Pawtucket, Rhede Island. Reg. U.S. Pat. Off. 


А 
RIGHT 
FINISHES 

THIS ONE-- 


BREAKAWAY 

FLIP I BUT TELL 
Е, 8A a 

HOW DID you 

KNOW THESE 
CROOKS 
WOULC BE 

N HERE 2 


NICE GOING-- EVEN IF 
ONE СЕ THE CROOKS 


A. MANAGED TO SLIP , 


--WHEN OUR BATMOBILE'S 
INSTRUMENTS PICKED UP 
A GUNSHOT- . TRACKED 
በ5 SOURCE ! YOUR TURN 
NOW--HOW COULD YOLI 
POSSIBLY HAVE KNOWN BE- 
FOREHAND THAT THE 
MUSEUM WOULD ВЕ 
Есевес OF ITS 
GOLDEN INSECT 

EXHIBIT 2 


INFORMATION , 
TAAN / 
AND JUST AS 


PRISE ONE 
I'M GOING 


GORDON ON THE 
HOT-LINE PHONE 
ІМ THE BATMOGILE 
TO CART OFF 
THESE CROOKS ! 
YOU AND ROBIN 
GUARD THEM ТО 
MAKE SURE NO- 
BODY ELSE GETS 
AWAY, BATGIRL / 


IN MY EVERYDAY IDENTITY, 
IM THE HEAD LIBRARIAN 


COLORLESS FEMALE 
BRAIN...» 


LATER, OUTSIDE THE MUSEUM, 
AFTER THE POLICE HAVE 
COME AND GONE... 


PRECAUTION, 
YOU UNDER- 
STAND / MY 
SURPRISE 
IS IN THE 
ВАТСАУЕ-- 
WHICH ROBIN 


THING IN 
THE BAT- 
CAVE 2 
A SUR- 

PRISE FOR 
BATGIRL 2 

WHATS 

BATMAN 


JUST THIS AFTERNOON, 
WHEN I WAS FILLING IN 
FOR ONE OF OUR COLINTER 
GIRLS WHO WAS S/ c CK. 


IM RETURN- | "THE COUNTER- 

ING THIS FEITERS”, BY 
+, N ANDRE GIDE. | 
/ / WHY--THATS 


през а D 
Фу na ЕЙ (| 
a 
ШШ! я: 


AS THE BATMOSILE 
AWAY FROM THE AMERINDIAN 


BATMAN HOW I REALLY 
LEARNED WHERE THOSE 
CROOKS WERE GOING TO 
ROB TONIGHT WOULD HAVE 
BETRAYED THE FACT THAT 
I AM BARBARA GORDON-- 
DAUGHTER OF GOTHAM 
CITY S POLICE 
COMMISSIONER ! 


TODAY'S NEWSPAPER CARRIES 
AN ACCOUNT OF COLINTER- 
FEIT MONEY PLATES STOLEN 
LAST NIGHT--AND THIS MAN-- 
NAMED PAUL CROWELL -- 
RETURNS A BOOK ABOUT 
NODUNTERFEITERS "Fy 


YESTERDAY, THIS MAN 
CROWELL. RETURNED "A 
CROCK OF GOLD," BY 

JAMES STEPHENS--AND 


THE PREVIOUS NIGHT AN 


PORTIN 
ROBBED 1 IS THIS JUST 
A COINCIDENCE! OR -~ 


AND HOW ABOUT THIS FOR А 
1 "I EACH OF 
E BOOKS CROWELL ይረ<- 
ROWED THIS WEEK HAS 
ALSO BEEN TAKEN OUT-- 
AND RETURNED A DAY 
LATER -- BY A JOHN HART / 
IT SEEMS TO ADD UP TOA 
CRIMINAL MASTERPLAN vu 
GOING ON BETWEEN 
CROWELL AND HART | 


EDGAR ALLAN POES ! THE 
GOLD BUG ”--ТНЕ SAME 
BOOK JOHN HART RETURNED 
EARLIER TODAY ! THE PATTERN 
15 HOLDING UP--BUT WHAT 
SORT OF CRIME DOES “THE 


GOLD BUG " FOREZAST 2 


Е 
BMERCHANT OF VENICE. 
THE DAY AFTER А 
WEALTHY BUSINESS- 


THIS MUST BE IT! AN 
EXHIBITION CE GOLD 
INSECTS -- FOUND IN 
SOME INCA. RUINS | 
SOUTH AMERICA -- 


POPULAR TERM FOR 
INSECT, 5О-- GOLD 
BUG EQUALS 


= — — s=. 


МИ т BRING DOWN THE | ROLL UP МУ 
| ROLLED BRIM OF MY ——- 
BERET... CN m 3 


Ay , 


ДІ MADE МУ BATOVRL DEBUT* ጹጩጩ — а! 

| HAVE BEEN ALL TOO DULL ! — h READY--AND CURIOUS 

P I'VE BEEN ITCHING FOR ል WE'RE INSIDE THE BAT- AS CAN ВЕ! == 
Er SLICE OF BAT-ACTION-- Д7 CAVE, BATGIRL ! READY. 


FOR THAT SURPRISE-- 


OKAY, BATSIRL-- TAKE BATMAN, DONT 1 WAIT--WHAT AM 
OFF YOUR BLINDFOLD! | HER LIFE--AND YOURS--)| Т SO WORRIED 
YOU'RE ABOLIT TO ЗЕЕ WON'T BE WORTH A ABCUT Е 647- 
MY UNMASKED FACE/ / PLUGGED NICKEL IF MAN HAS BEEN 

— —" THE UNDERWORLD KNOWS |IN A SPOT LIKE 

- 


ITS ALWAYS (4 
BEEN А DIS- 


4 yoy 1# т--г САН ASA MATTER 
HARDLY B-BEL eve OF ЕАСТ--Г 
! - E DON'T BELIEVE 
IT! BATMAN 
WANTS ME 
70 THINK HES 
BRUCE WAYNE -- 
ONLY I KNOW 
HE ISN'T 1 THOSE 
TRACES OF WAX 


THAT DYE ON 
HIS HAR -- 
SHOWS HE 
MALE HIM- 


Ж 


SECRET IDENTITY, 7) YOUR EXTRAORDINARY | МЕ NOT TO SPEAK! 
BATGIRL т DEDUCTINE ABILITIES WHAT HAVE THESE 
TO FIND OUT МУ TWO COOKED UP дай 


IDENTITY / 


ITMUST HAVE BEEN 
1 PLANTED ON HER. 
IE BATMAN HAD REALLY BY ONE OF THE 
WANTED TO TAKE ME INTO Ниш 2 >- MUSEUM CROOKS-- 
HIS COMPLETE CONFIDENCE, 5 BATMAN MAYBE THE CNE 
HE'D NEVER HAVE BLINO- ) REMOVING THAT GOT AWAY I 
FOLDED МЕ TO AND A BUGGING HES GETTING 
FROM THE BATCAVE I ሂ DEVICE ОМ AN EARFUL OF ALL 
IVE GOT TO FOLLOW r BATGIRLZ OF THIS! THAT ፊሪ 
THIS DECEPTION TO ITS - EXPLAINS WHY 
CONCLUSION ... BATMAN DIDN'T 
SS WANT ME TO TAL&- -, 

SO BATGIRL S CE 

LIFE WOULDN'T 4 

BE ENDANGERED ! 

HE HOPES TO TRICK 

THE MUSEUM 

CROOK INTO 

MAKING А 

PLAY 17 

us? 


{ NONE OF US HAVE SPOKEN-- 
| OR ПО GIVE THE SHOW 
4 AWAY TO THE CROOK jj 
LISTENING IN ! HE 
THINKS HE'S ON THE 


yw 


TO PLAY ІТ SAFE, TWO W 


OF YOU WILL. STAND 
GUARD ON THE OUT- 
SIDE OF THE CABIN ! 
IN CASE BATGIRL 
OVERPOWERS THE 
REST OF US AND 

| COMES CUT-- 


TRAIL OF BATGIRL... 


-WE'LL TAKE 
HER BY SURPRISE! 


GANGSTERS 
STEAL INTO 


THE CABIN... 


WHEN Z HIRED You K 
MUSCLEMEN TO HELP À 
ME TAKE BATGIRL 


SHE KNEW I'D ве ROBBING |. 
THE MUSEUM ፤ ВИТ NOW 
WE'RE GONNA GET AN UN- 


E BONUS FROM 


THERE SHE /6--/М THE 
CHAIR BEFORE THE 
FIREPLACE ! 
k NAB HERI 


7 TANGLES WITH 
Be ARCH-ENEMY, 


መረ 


CRIMINAL ARMY TURNS መመመ 


ITS SECRET WEAPONS 


PERBOY! 


Well, that time is here again when April showers 
are supposed to bring May flowers—and the news- 
stands blossom out with a new crop of DC mags! So 
РЇЇ tell you what's up, tiger Шу, and you can pick 
your favorites! And frankly, ГИ be surprised if you 
pass up any of em! 

Here comes SUPERBABY, ELEMENT INFANT, 
DREAM TOT, LITTLE MON-EL and BABY BRAIN- 
ТАС! Yes, five members of the LEGION OF SUPER- 
HEROES are turned into toddlers and sent to an 
interstellar orphanage for adoption, in the May 
ADVENTURE, No. 356, on sale March 30! 


Who'll chicken out in combat—and who'll stand and 
fight? EASY COMPANY'S SGT. ROCK finds the ex- 
plosive answer in: "MONDAY’S COWARD—TUES- 
DAY’S HERO!” You can read this battle blockbuster 
in the June OUR ARMY AT WAR, No. 181, on sale 
When bouncy BOB and timid TAD go to Hollywood 
with BENEDICT ARNCLD HIGH’S FACULTY OF 
FEAR, it’s a toss-up whether they'll shoot the mov- 
ie or the cast! For the -first film in SCAREY- 
OPHONIC SOUND, and HORROR-SCOPE, get the 
July BOB HOPE, Ne. 105, on Apr. 4. 

The CHALLS are-rocked when a teenage terror 
vows to destroy them! And they face their most 
dangerous foe in the revenge-ridden kid who boasts 
he has "А LICENSE TO KILL!” July CHALLENG- 
ERS OF THE UNKNOWN, No. 56, on sale Apr. 4. 


ATOM plus HAWKMAN equals a DYNAMIC COM- 
BO—and that’s the fighting formula needed to cope 
with the criminal conspiracy of a two-in-one villain, 
"GOOD MAN, BAD MAN—TURNABOUT THIEF,” 
in the July ATOM, No. 31, on the stands Apr. 4! 


In the June HOUSE OF MYSTERY, No. 167, ROB- 
BY REED, the boy who can change into 1,000 
super-heroes, meets his match in a thrilling DIAL 
H FOR HERO duel with “ТНЕ FANTASTIC RAIN- 
BOW RAIDER,” a villain who can change into 
colors with awesome powers! on sale Apr. 6, 


Featured in the July TALES OR THE UNEXPECT- 
ED, №. 101, on sale Apr. 6, 18 a sensational trea- 
sure-hunt tale—with a black magic menace cloaking 
the mystery of “THE GUARDIAN MONSTER!” 
Also, the adventure of a criminal who becomes a 
triple threat THE MAN IN THE LIQUID MASK!” 


An angry mob . . .. hurling stones, eggs and gar- 
bage . . . runs SUPERBOY right out of SMALL- 
VILLE! And at the head of the crowd are MOM 
and DAD KENT, the BOY OF STEEL’S foster 


YESTERDAY I WAS A 


AG 
> 


HERO...TODAY I'M А 

een MY OWN, 
PARENTS — 

Ж 


Read “THE TOWN THAT HATED SUPER- 
BOY,” i in the June issue, No. 139, on sale Apr. 6. 


JEB STUART and the crew of the famous HAUNT- 
ED TANK have a startling mission in “SCRATCH 
THAT TANK!” Extra! SPECIAL BATTLE GUEST! 
ACE JOHNNY CLOUD in the unforgettable 
“DEATH OF A BOY—BIRTH OF A MAN!” In the 
July С.І. COMBAT, No. 124, оп sale Apr. 11. 


To gaze upon the stone-god in the VALLEY OF 
THE MISTS was strictly forbidden—lest a deadly 
doom be unleashed upon the world! An archeologist 
defies the warning—and"LION-MANE—THE TABU 
TERROR” makes his debut in the July HAWKMAN, 
No. 20, on sale Apr. 11, 


The July 80 PAGE GIANT, No. 197,-is an ALL- 
CLARK KENT issue, starring SUPERMAN’S alter- 
ego! You'll see CLARK as a caveman... a fire- 
man... and a gangster! You'll meet his robot 
stand-in ... and learn of the time when there was 
no CLARK KENTI On sale Apr. 11. 


Can you believe SUPERMAN would commit his 
pal, JIMMY OLSEN, to the funny farm? That’s just 
what happens when the MAN. OF STEEL straps 
Jimmy in a straitjacket and locks him up па 
padded сей! It's in the June issue, No. 102, on sale 


ላም 18. 


GRAB BAGS-- 
y ESPECIALLY 
(Е THEY'RE 
Like you ! 


тр ( 
4 Cn | 
№ “n: „Єй 


LIKE A WORN-OUT 
BOOK, FELLA-- 
YOU'RE GOING OLIT 
F к OF CIRCULATION I 
HE SWITCHED THAT WY DON'T FORGET THE " 
BUG І PLANTED ON | j| FUN-LOVING MEMBER 
BATGIRL-- ТО page U 
HIMSELF | 4 1 


NOW TO CALL COMMISSIONER. 
GORDON ON THE MOT-LINE IN 
THE CONCEALED S,, 


BETTER PRIZE 
THAN BATERLI 


: „AND CONTINUES 
= ja ене | 
Tyn i к INTO 
LUCKY I DECIDED # THE SECOND * E 
TO FOLLOW THE | | TOMMY- GUNNER... 
BATMOBILE WITH ) |. = = IN THE MUSEUM! 
THE NEW MULTI — 
COLOR LIGHT TRACKER 
t ON ^Y ВА7-В/КЕ-- 


N Y 


YOU SURE KNOW | NOT QUITE, ROBIN! THE 
| HOW TO APPLY | MASTERMIND WHO PLANNED 
| THE FEMININE {THOSE ROBBERIES 16 STILL 
TOUCH — АТ LARGE ! ; 


DON'T, МУ SOURCE OF 
, E BATGIRL Z № eng 4 
GIRL! THIS „гй ps TÄ aee 74 
| WRARS UP .. 


„ THE CASE! 


MINUTES LATER, 

PAUL CROWELL 

16 POURING OUT 
HIS STORY... 


T M SPILLING WHAT I KNOW-- 
HOPING THE LAW WILL Gc 
EASIER ON МЕ! А GUY CALL- 
ING HIMSELF "MR. BRAINS" 
TELEPHONED МЕ, OFFERING 
TC MASTERMIND A ROBBERY 
А DAY FOR ME АМО MY GANG! 
HE SAID HE WOLILON'T CON- 
| TACT ME AGAIN! T WAS 
NEVER TC SEE HIM SO AS 
|. TO PROTECT HIS REAL 
; IDENTITY... 


NOBODY CAN SEE THE 
CHEMICAL UNLESS HE 
WEARS THESE SPECIAL 
TINTED GLASSES! I 
MAILED MR. BRAINS 
HIS SHARE OF THE 
LOOT TO A GENERAL 
POST OFFICER NUMBER! 
WHAT BUGS ME IS--HOW 
BATGIRL == AND YOU TWO-- 
CAUGHT WISE TO WHAT А 
WE WERE DOING Z 


WE NEVER -- 

er--REVEAL 

OUR SOURCE 

OF- INFORMATION, 
CROWELL 1 


YOU SEE THIS WAX AND HAIR 
DYE Г PUT ОМ WHEN I LEFT 
YOU АМР BATGIRL IN THE 
AMERINDIAN MUSEUM TO 
PHONE THE COMMISSIONER 2 
BATGIRL SAN THEM ALSO ! 
I DISGUISED MYSELF TO 
LOOK LIKE BRUCE WAYNE 
BECAUSE I COUNTED ОМ 
HER. FIGURING IF Г WERE 
‘REALLY BRUCE WAYNE-- 

I WOULDN'T NEED А 


Woww / 
THATS 
PRETTY 
SMART 
THINKING-- 
ON BOTH 
YOUR PARTS I 


DISGUISE ያ 


EACH DAY, T WAS TO 
GO TO THE MAIN GOTHAM 
LIBRARY, TAKE CUT CER- 
TAIN BOOKS HE LISTED 
FOR ME ! INSIDE THEM, 
I WOULD FIND ROB- 
BERIES BLUEPRINTED-- 
BY MEANS OF KEY 

WORDS HE LINDER — 

LINED WITH A SPECIAL 
CHEMICAL ‚.. 


| መዛ ДА 
LATER--IN THE ВАТСАИЕ... 


NOW THAT WE'RE IT WAS HARDLY А 
ALONE--SPILL WHAT RISK WITH A CLEVER 
YOU KNOW, BATMAN! | GIRL LIKE SHE 16! 
WHY DID YOu RISK I SHOWED HER 
LETTING BATGIRL N BATMAN 15 BRUCE 
SEE YOU AS BRUCE | WAYNE--ONLY ТО 
{ CONVINCE HER HE'S 
THE OWE PERSON 
BATMAN CAN- 


МОТ ВЕ! 
> A 


መሙ 


BY NOTICING 
THE TRACES OF 
WAX AND HAIR 
DYE, BATGIRL 
WOULD REALIZE. 
SOMETHING WAS 
WRONG--THAT т. 
WAS DOING THIS 
FOR A PURPOSE I 
SHE CAUGHT ON 
BY KEEPING HER 
MOLITH SHUT: AND 
NOT BLURTING 
OUT MY МАМЕ | 


AND YOU THINK THAT \ YES, BECAUSE I PER- ONE LAST QUESTION! Y BECAUSE I JAMMED 
MYSTERIOUS MASTER- | SUADED COMMISSIONER HOW COULD YOU BE | ITS SIGNALS THE 
MIND WILL SHOW LIP / GORDON AND THE SURE THAT CROWELL. | SAME WAY WE JAM 
AT THE LIBRARY TO- / PRESS TO HOLD OFF WOLLON'T FOLLOW US | ANY BLIGGING DE- 
MORROW WITH HIS ANNCUNCING OUR 4 INTO THE BATCAVE / VICE ON THE BAT- 
2 CAPTURE OF THE #4 WHILE BATGIRL MOBILE WHEN WE 
GANG "MR. BRAINS” WAS WEARING SUSPECT А “TRACKER” 
WORKED THROUGH I THE BUGGING HAS BEEN PUT ON IT ! 
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BATMAN’S HOT-LINE 


Dear Editor: 

When I heard there was a New Batgirl in the 
works at DC, I wae prepared to think poorly of her 
on principle, ав I am one of those fans who remem- 
bers the OLD Batgirls, Kathy and Betty Kane, 
with fondness. Unfortunately, when I read “Тһе 
Million Dollar Debut of Batgirl,” I was forced to 
change my mind. It was one of the most plausible 
origin stories I have ever read, and Barbara Gor- 
don impressed me as a gal with a lot of spunk— 
and more importantly, a lot of potential. 

There are some really glaring errors which should 
be corrected, though. First, the idea of a father not 
knowing his own daughter, even in disguise, at a 
range of three feet is preposterous. Commissioner 
Gordon is, after all, a policeman, trained to notice 
and make allowances for falsetto voices and incon- 
gruous clothing, Whether he lets Batman in on the 
secret ог not—and I hope not—it should be made 
plain that Gordon knows the true identity of Bat 
girl. 

Second, any woman who looks like Barbara Gordon 
looks could never be called a “plain-jane,” no mat- 
ter how conservative her dress or hair-do, no mat- 


ter how many pairs of glasses you endow her with. 


Not that these accessories make her looks dowdy, 
by any means. Her ensemble on page 8, pane! 1 1% 
chic, and the square glasses and demure hair-style 
are part of the presently fashionable "old-fashioned" 
(granny) look. 

Third, the world of books is an exciting colorful 
one; I cannot agree with Baba’ “humdrum” job in 
the “mundane world of the library” exists. (Having 
worked in several libraries myself, 1 know that they 
are no more, and usually less, "mundane" than 
other typically feminine occupations.) You were ob- 
viously trying to give her the job always assigned 
to plain, repressed female “brains” in popular fic- 
tion—it’s a horribly empty cliche, Let her remain a 
librarian in future stories, but PLEASE, leave off 
trying to make Barbara Gordon a Clark Kent in 
skirts! 

Pm glad to see that Batman didn't try to nip 
our heroine's career in the bud with the old it's 
too dangerous for a girl” bit. In plain fact, crime- 
fighting of the kind Batman and Rodin engage in 
is too dangerous for any man, let alone a teen-age 
boy! Being the daughter of Commissioner Gordon, 
Barbara has а long and intimate association with 
police methods and problems behind her—she is no 
silly thrill-seeker who doesn’t know the risks. With 
her intelligence and training, Barbara Gordon is as 
well-suited as anyone to join the costumed super- 
hero clique—and since Batman can do with an in- 
teresting female ог two in his life, she might as well 
be one! So, let’s see a lot more of Barbara Gordon, 
Batgirl, in the near future. 

—Irene Vartanoff, Bethesda, Md. 
(To get Irene Vartanoff to put her seldom used seal 
of approval on anything is as in“ as Batgirl can 
get! But—that's merely one femmfam's fancy. Let 
us fair-mindedly allow another ane to shake us up! 
— Editor) 
so... 
Dear Editor: 
What tried-and-true Batman fan from way back 


could view the announcement of a New Batgirl with 
complacency? I, for one, could not. So a certain vi- 
brating thrill coursed through me as I pulled Detec- 
tive Comics 359 from the rack. However, being a 
long-time reader, I held a hope that the former Bat- 
girl had dyed her hair and changed her costume. 

Sorry to tell you this, but I am disappointed with 
everything about the new Batfemme excepther snaz- 
zy costume. I didn't like her identity (all of a sud- 
den, after almost thirty years, Gordon’s got a full 
grown daughter?), and it seems unlikely the Com- 
missioner would not recognize her. After all, to what 
degree can a girl change hervoice? And wouldn’t a 
father notice his daughter’s bright red hair? 

Well, okay, at least you tried. And I’m positive 
half the country wil applaud the new heroine. The 
only thing else I like is the fact that you showed 
her eyes behind the mask. ^ " 

Loren Liberthai, New York, N.Y. 
(Not only did we try four issues ago, but we're 
Baigirltrying again in this one. And not "half" 
the country (or buying public) applauded the debut 
of Batgirl; it was over 90%!—Editor) 


wc... 


Dear Editor: 

KA-POW As the Batman-TV show would put it. 

You have hit the height of magazine (I refuse to 
call it comic) entertainment with the introduction of 
the New Batgirl! 1 don’t know what happened to 
the “old” Batgirl, but I do know that this Batgirl 
is it! Her secret identity is perfect. A librarian, the 
daughter of Commissioner Gordon, secretly running 
around, throwing judo punches and chasing crooks. 
Great! And I'm glad to see that she isn’t like some 
other female heroines on the market, especially 
your rivale, who cringe in fear and about the only 
thing they do is scream so the hero can rescue 
them. Batgirl doesn’t depend on Batman and that’s 
good. 

I only have one more thing to say. Now that 
you've introduced a great heroine, I guess you'll 
have her appear regularly. Well, make sure it’s not 
TOO regularly, or else she'll lose her appeal (and 
that she has, in that costume of hers)! 

—Dennis Palumbo, Verona, Pa. 
+1990 
Dear Editor: 

Holy inspiration! I have been wondering if any- 
one would ever conceive the idea of a Batgirl. 1 
am very pleased that you finally did give birth to 
her, and I offer my congratulations on the new ar- 
rival. She is unique, yet believable; super in every 
way, yet not infallible; and best of all, she is an 
absolutely smashing redhead! 

I think Batgirl would add just the right amount 
of zest to the television show. And may 3 be the 
first to suggest Ann-Margaret for the role! They 
were quite obviously made for each other. 

Autumn McCulley, Chicago, ІІ. 
(You think good! As of this writing, plans are ac- 
tually under way to incorporate Batgirl into the TV 
show—with former Miss America, Mary Ann Mobley, 
a likely candidate for the role! For more—much 
more Batgirl talk—skip to the EXTRA Hot-Line 
further on in this issue!—Editor) 
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BATMAN’S HOT-LINE - EXTRA 


Dear Editor: 

There are a lot of comic fans in and out of my 
personal acquaintanceship who have viewed with 
total dread the upcoming premier of Batgirl. I can 
hear their hoarse, shrill voices now: “How many of 
these female counterparts to super-heroes ‘must we 
endure? Here, in Detective Comics, we have a 
rough-and-tumble, blood-and-guts action mag threat- 
ened with being turned into an ad for lip-rouge and 
mascara!” Formetly, I counted myself among such 
unfortunates, but when DC 359 arrived, and I 
steeled myself to read it, I found the ancient pre- 
judices against female heroes cast from my mind 
like so much refuse. 

This new Gorgeous Gothamite was a fantastic 
improvement over all the previous females who've 
latched onto the capetails of established male swash- 
bucklers. Just how I can safely say this is quite а 
mystery to me, since the Jekyll-Hyde type of char- 
acter is as old ав the field of super-heroes itself. 
But Batgirl appeals to my masculine ego... some- 
how the spectacle.of this supposedly meek and help- 
less young female engaging in mortal combat with 
a hoard of swarthy crooks brings my blood to a 
fighting boil, gets the adrenalin going, and generally 
makes the whole yarn three times or more interest- 
ing and entertaining than if it were merely Robin 
or some other idol-worshipper type out there trad- 
ing knocks with the wicked. The Million Dollar 
Debut of Batgirl” was a credit to all concerned, 
author, editor and artists. 

j — 8 H. Lillian 111, Walnut Creek, Cal. 
(Our favorite "Guy's" Batgirl plus, however, left 
his pal, Castro Mike," non-plussed!—Editor) 


se... 
Dear Editor 
1 n 1% 
es, I ат definitely against having more 
Batgirl. Point one: Batman’s Strip n መ. መ ኮን 
with supporting characters, as is. Robin, Alfred, 
Aunt Harriet and Comm. Gordon provide enough 
auxiliary personnel, One more would tip the scales 
even further in the wrong direction. Point two: the 
character of BG is far and away too unbelievable, A 
female Clark Kent-type is terrible! A plain-jane be- 
coming Batgirl is as unlikely as Irene Vartanoff 
writing a crank letter. And then to have her be the 
г of Comm. Gordon! Anyone who watches 
እ... Batman-TV 8 that m is pered: yet 
aving a grown-up ghter is strei ^ 
license quite aways. Lastly, point three: I know 
BG continues to exist, a romantic angle will be 
worked in somehow. And a romantic angle is def- 
initely what Batman does not need! He functions 
much better playing the field. History has shown 
that steady girls for BM doesn't work. He's gone 
through four in his career (five if you count Cat- 
woman). You have done tremendously lately by 
having BM unattached. Keep him that way. 
--Міке Friedrich, Castro Valley, Cal. 
ж+ж 
Dear Editor: 

How about Batgirl! Va-va-voom! More, please! 
Infantinto outdid ‘himself on this Pulchritudinous 
Prestidigitator. To get the story, I was surprised 
and pleased when you revealed Batgirl's ID at the 
be instead of trying to drag it out till the 
end. And what an ID! Who'd ever have guessed 
that she’d be Comm. Gordon’s daughter (brilliant). 
The re-introduction of Killer Moth was excellent, 
That about wraps it up except to tell you that if 
Ва (Infantino-Greene version) is not back im- 

tely, ГП personally cross the ocean to DC and 
find out why! n Ç 
—B. Stewart, Northumberland, England 
..... 
Dear Editor: \ 
ГП make this letter short and maybe not-so-sweet! 


Хо! No NO!!! I hate Batgirl! ፲፻ I see Batgirl again 
PH switch to Brand X! 
—Charles Price, Stamford, Conn. 
^ i 


Dear Editor: 
Please take the New Batgirl out of Detective Com- 
ies! Instead—give Batgirl her own magazine! 
Robert Debney, Toronto, Ont., Can. 


ete? 
Dear Editor: 

Yes, yes, YES! 100 times YES! Batgirlis the wild- 
est and she should work with the Dynamic Duo! As 
for her costume, man, it’s definitely cool. 

—Steve Oatman, Hemet, Cal, 
***** 
B መ s ood J rank her with В nly. 
atgirl's so good іг I wi айпал evenly. 
I cast my vote to bring her back again and again. 
Maybe even give her some solo stories. _ 
—Audis Williams, Varnado, La. 
***s** 
Dear Editor: ; 

Heck, I didn’t even like your first Batgirl. This 
one is a little better, but still, let's Just keep it 
Batman and Robin, okay? Now that the novelty 
has worn off, future stories’would probably be less 
effective. Besides, a girl who dresses like “Plain 
Jane” but actually hungers for action sounds a 
little weird to me. РИ wager that her whole plan is 
not to thwart crime but to capture the love of 
Batman, There are other ways, dearie. Count this a 
“по” vote for a continuation of Batgirl. 

—Frank Tower, Eustace, Тех, 


жала 


5 : TÄ astonishingly and stupendously 
-s0 8 cos- 
tumed that not even my dictionary has greater 
words to describe her costume, She changes her 
costume faster than Batman and Robin ever could. 
You guys bring back Batgirl... or else! 
-—Marshall Clemons, Detroit, Mich. 


къ + 


Dear Julie: 

Tt oceurred to me, while this issue’s Elon- 
quer Мап story, that your readers might-want to 

ow how I work out a story from an idea. In read- 
ing a recent issue of the SCIENCE NEWS, I came 
across an article on UHF (ultra high frequency) 
radio waves. These waves cause a change of behav- 
ior in rats and it is.suspected they might do so 
with human-beings 

Pert.ct. Sue and Ralph visit a town where re- 
search in these UHF beams takes place, the beams 
cause people to give in to the silly little secret de- 
sires we all have... 

Incidentally, for our. science whizzes, this UHF 
radiation has been the subject of much study by 
Dr. Susan Korbel, psychology professor at the Uni- 
versity of Arkansas. High intensity UHF radiation 
damaged body tissues. At low levels, UHF caused 


‘rats to become more active and more emotional: 


This was only a temporary effect. The rats soon 
went back to normal. Age had no bearing on the 
experiment, both young rats and old rats reacting 
in much the same manner. 


my own idea) it might even be used to control their 
conduct... an that’s a story idea, too... 
а 


Address communications to BATMAN’S НОТ- 
LINE, National Periodical Publications, 575 Lexing- 
ton Ave., New York, N.Y., 10022. 


BRAINS TRIES... 


I WOULD ASK YOU TO DANCE, 
BUT 1 FIND IT RATHER DULL... 
I WOULD LIKE TO DISCUSS THE 
HISTORY OF... YAK-YAK, 
BLAH- BLAH N 


(BRAINS) (EMOTIONS) (MUSCLES) 


wow 
you! 1 
LET'S б 


GEE, BEM, YOU'RE GROOVY! 
SO SMART, SO UNDERSTANDING, 
STRONG/ 
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